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Covering seven eventful centuries, this is the first complete history of the Kingdom of Sicily ever published.

The lively narrative traces the history of Sicily from the foundation of its multicultural kingdom under the
Normans in the twelfth century to the end of its baroque monarchy in the nineteenth, with framing chapters
covering the periods before and afterward. Here, in a text dripping with eloquence, passion and fact after
fact, a leading historian tells the complex yet fascinating story of the world's most conquered, most contested
island.

Accompanied by 14 pages of maps, 5 pages of pedigree charts, 10 pages reproducing historical documents,
and a 20-page chronology, it is a rare journey into understanding. Few histories of Sicily have ever been
presented so clearly.

This volume is a nearly complete overview of Sicilian history from the Bronze Age to around 1950. It begins
by laying the groundwork of what was to come, recounting the experience of Sicily under its indigenous
peoples, followed by the Greeks, Carthaginians and Romans. A chapter about the society of the Arabs and
Byzantines the Normans found in 1061 sets the stage for a plunge into the next seven centuries, through
dynasties from Germany, France, Spain and - finally - Italy.

With erudition and focus, Mendola explains how the last monarchies ended in 1860 and 1946. Here the
emphasis is not just kings and queens but an entire society and its identity. This volume is complementary to
the author's previous entry, The Peoples of Sicily.

Among the appendices are a list of the kings of Sicily, a list of the Sicilian peerage, and information on the
knightly orders, details that make this an excellent book to consult. There are 35 pages of informative notes,
with dozens of sources cited, including many scholarly (academic) articles published in Italy and Britain.
The casual reader will find this work highly informative, while the university student will find it useful as a
springboard for further study.

Many books seek to recount history. This one touches it. The author explains how we are all Sicilians, and
why it matters.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Kingdom of
Sicily 1130-1860 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book
untitled The Kingdom of Sicily 1130-1860is the main of several books that will everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Clarence Bowen:

The particular book The Kingdom of Sicily 1130-1860 will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Kingdom of Sicily 1130-1860 is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Neil Dussault:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this The Kingdom
of Sicily 1130-1860.

Hermelinda Anthony:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Kingdom of Sicily 1130-1860 is
simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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