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Most histories of the Civil War era portray the struggle over slavery as a conflict that exclusively pitted
North against South, free labor against slave labor, and black against white. In Freedom's Frontier, Stacey L.
Smith examines the battle over slavery as it unfolded on the multiracial Pacific Coast. Despite its antislavery
constitution, California was home to a dizzying array of bound and semibound labor systems: African
American slavery, American Indian indenture, Latino and Chinese contract labor, and a brutal sex traffic in
bound Indian and Chinese women. Using untapped legislative and court records, Smith reconstructs the lives
of California's unfree workers and documents the political and legal struggles over their destiny as the nation
moved through the Civil War, emancipation, and Reconstruction.
Smith reveals that the state's anti-Chinese movement, forged in its struggle over unfree labor, reached
eastward to transform federal Reconstruction policy and national race relations for decades to come.
Throughout, she illuminates the startling ways in which the contest over slavery's fate included a western
struggle that encompassed diverse labor systems and workers not easily classified as free or slave, black or
white.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Smith:

Precisely why? Because this Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor,
Emancipation, and Reconstruction is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christina Bain:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Freedom's Frontier: California and the
Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Lloyd Stec:

You may get this Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and
Reconstruction by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Joan Munoz:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree Labor, Emancipation, and
Reconstruction we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative
person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly
be doubt to change your life at this time book Freedom's Frontier: California and the Struggle over Unfree
Labor, Emancipation, and Reconstruction. You can more attractive than now.
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